THE NEGRO BUSINESS MAN

acquired by individual energy and struggle. 'As I have
noted/ he says, *the condition of our people in nearly every
part of our country, I have always been encouraged by the
fact that almost without exception, whether in the North
or in the South, wherever I have seen a black man who was
succeeding in his business, who was a taxpayer, and who
possessed intelligence and high character, that individual
was treated with the highest respect by the members of the
white race. In proportion as we can multiply those ex-
amples, North and South, will our problem be solved/
That is the great lesson that the members of the colored
race have to learn. It will aid in extending this knowl-
edge for those colored business men who have attained a
measurable degree of success in life to meet for mutual
encouragement and helpfulness."

Just fifteen years later, in August, 1915, Booker Wash-
ington presided over the last session of the league held
during his lifetime. This meeting also was held in Boston.
There attended it seven hundred delegates from thirty
different States. Mr, Washington in his annual address as
president summed up what had been accomplished by the
race during the fifteen-year interval and projected what
they should strive for in the future. He also took occasion
publicly to thank his foremost colleagues in developing the
work of the league, particularly Mr. Scott, the secretary of
the league. Undoubtedly he fully realized that it was his
farewell meeting. He practically collapsed before the
sessions were over. In less than three months he was dead.

Among other things he said in this speech: "Since the
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